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Drive around the world hassle free 
with an International Driving Permit

The International Driving Permit which is a translation of your local license allows motorists to 
drive in foreign countries without having to obtain the local driver's license. This does not 
require you to undergo any driving lessons.
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WRC Safari Rally is back in Kenya.  
Let us plant trees in celebration

The world-famous Safari Rally 
is now back to the World Rally 
Championship (WRC) calendar 

after a hiatus of 19 years. The Safari 
Rally has now reclaimed lost glory 
and orbited Kenya to the highest 
point of motor sports. 

On June 24 -27 this year, big names 
in the WRC were in Naivasha for the 
ultimate test of man and machine 
– the Safari Rally. It is a glorious 
moment for Kenya. But there is 
more. Kenya will remain at the WRC 
calendar for the next five years. 

But the event graced Kenya during 
abnormal times. The threat of 
COVID-19 pandemic, currently 
spreading across the world,  may 
have inhibited the number of 
spectators in Naivasha. 

As the WRC competitors chased 
glory in Kenya, thousands of motor 
sports enthusiasts in the country 
were forced to watch the action on 
virtual platforms. Many missed the 
razzmatazz of rallying, the raw action 
usually flavored with cheers from the 
fans. 

There is no virtual platform that can 
replace the experience of watching 

the rally from a spectator stage 
where people, in addition to inhaling 
fine dust blown by speeding vehicles, 
mingle and establish friendships. 
Nothing substitutes watching a rally 
car go over a jump, negotiate a 
hairpin or accelerate on a flat out.

But we need to tower over the 
pandemic. That many rally fans 
were absent from the venue should 
not sap our excitement for the Safari 
Rally. 

Safari Rally is the only WRC motor 
racing event in Africa. And Kenya’s 
safari adventures only add to the 
inimitability of the landscapes and 
Kenya’s diverse wildlife. 

For close to a decade, I have been 
involved in organizing motorsports. 
Experience has taught me rally always 
brings diverse people together. The 
majority of the spectators are the 
youth who usually attend in groups.

This demographic of people carries 
huge potential to change our 
country. This is why I am inviting all 
rally fans to partner with oraganisers 
of the WRC Safari Rally in planting 19 
million trees to mark the end of WRC 
draught in our motorsport calendar. 

Mr. Mwaura Njuguna is the General Manager 
of the Kenya Motorsports Federation

BY MWAURA NJUGUNA

For close to two decades, WRC glory 
has escaped Africa. Kenya was 
the last country to host the global 
event. Now that it has returned 
to this country, there is a call for 
environmental  

Planting trees is part of the WRC 
Safari Rally Greening Legacy Project 
launched by FIA President Jean Todd 
about two years ago. The project, 
scheduled to run for three years, seeks 
to create impactful celebrations to 
the return of the iconic Safari Rally to 
the FIA WRC.

Beneath the hype, the 2021 Safari Rally 
has created, Kenya hopes to plant 19 
million trees as part of a government 
reforestation project aiming to plant 
1.8 billion trees by 2022. s

Forests are home to most of the 
Earth’s terrestrial biodiversity, 
according to findings in “State of the 
World’s Forests” report, published by 
the UN in 2020.  Reforestation remains 
the best option in addressing climate 
change.
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Technology 
start up firm 
rolls out local 
assembly 
of electric 
motorcycles

A Kenyan technology firm has embarked on an ambitious 
bid to introduce electric motorcycles in Kenya. 

Mazi Mobility, with backing of Satgana, a global venture 
builder that funds projects contributing to clean energy, has 
launched its flagship motorcycle, the Magnus 3000 (M3K). 
The motorcycles are assembled in Kenya.

Launched in October 2020, the M3K electric motorcycle is one 
of a kind, Mazi Mobility Chief Executive Officer and Founder 
Jesse Forrester told AutoNews Magazine in an interview.

The MK3 is assembled at the Eastlands College of Technology 
in Nairobi’s industrial area, providing jobs and expertise on 
electric mobility to Kenyans right from its onset in Africa.

Range anxiety, he said, is the biggest concern against 
adoption of electric mobility in Kenya. But Mazi Mobility is alive 
to this concern. Range anxiety means the distance an electric 
vehicle can cover without need for battery recharge. BY STEPHEN MACHARIA
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This motorcycle can 
ride 140 kilometers 
without a recharge, 

Forrester said 
even as he noted 

Kenya lacks proper 
infrastructure to 
support electric 

mobility

The company operates a battery 
swapping model and is currently 
setting up a station in Nairobi Central 
Business District. To date, over 100 
battery swaps have been executed.  

Dubbed battery-as-a-Service 
(BaaS), the battery swapping 
business model will see Mazi retain 
the batteries used to power the MK3 
motorcycle.

“We continue to provide battery 
maintenance service,” he said.

Forrester said Mazi has over 10 electric 
motorcycles operating in Nairobi with 
plans to increase the number before 
the end of this year. 

Electric motorcycles cut operation 
costs by up to 50 %. This makes 
eclectic motorcycles a good 
alternative for people who eke out a 
living out of boda boda transport.

The MK3 has few moving parts 
compared to other petrol-powered 
motorcycles. It does not require 
regular service like the normal 
motorcycles. It also eliminates 
running costs that include petrol, a 
commodity that has seen a sharp 
increase in cost over the past few 
months. 

Retailing at Sh 160,000, Mazi believes 
the MK3 is a good bet for commercial 
boda boda operators in Nairobi. 

According to data collected by Mazi, 
a boda boda rider in Nairobi covers 
about 120 kilometers a day. This 
means the MK3 can sufficiently cover 
the needs of the riders. 

“We are investing in an efficient 
battery swapping mechanism. Riders 
will spend less time than they take 
fueling a motorcycle. Mazi wants 
customers to have little concerns 
over battery power by taking care of 
battery charging and replacement,” 
Forrester explained. 

After full roll out of the battery 
swapping services, customers will 
forget about delays of having to wait 
for batteries to recharge. 

The service will be available on a 
mobile app where riders will locate 
nearest swap stations and replace 
their batteries in under three minutes.

According to Mazi, the M3K is made 
to outperform standard fossil 
powered motorcycles. They also 
want customers to receive battery 
swapping notifications on their 
mobile phones. 

The MK3 uses an electric motor to 
propel the rear wheel, replacing 
need for a chain. It has a digital 
speedometer and a top speed of 80 
kilometers per hour.

On an interesting twist, the MK3 has 
a reverse gear “to help you park 
properly”, Forrester added. “But the 
reverse speed is low for safety.”

This motorcycle compares to 200 
cc models available in the market. 
The major distinction is that it has a 
higher load capacity estimated to be 
over 200 kilograms. 

Mazi has reported a positive market 
response , Forrester, the company 
CEO noted. “We are receiving a lot 
of enquiries from individual and 
corporate clients,” he said. There are 
over 10 motorcycles at the company 
garage waiting to be collected 
by customers. Before the end of 
2021, Mazi hopes to sell about 100 
motorcycles.

Electric mobility is the future of 
transport as the world moves towards 
reducing carbon emissions. It is the 
biggest revolution in motoring since 
Henry Ford commenced production 
of vehicles in 1913. 

Big vehicle manufacturers have 
announced timelines when they 
will cease production of petrol- and 
diesel-powered engines. Jaguar 
will only sell electric cars from 2025, 
British sportscar maker Lotus said 
it go full electric from 2028 while 
Volvo will only sell electric vehicles 
beginning 2030.

Kenya also plans to increase the 
number of electric vehicles in the 
country in the next five years with a 
goal to have electric vehicles account 
for 5% of all registered vehicles in the 
country by 2025. 

In a new move to prepare required 
infrastructure, all new public 
buildings are required to install 
vehicle charging stations.

Mazi is positioning itself for this shift 
which may appear mild for now. 

However, Kenya has high numbers 
of newly registered motorcycles, 
estimated to be 1.5 million in 2018 
and projected to surge to 5 million by 
2030.  

Kenya lacks regulation on emissions 
standards or programmes. Mazi’s 
timely MK3 may provide the solution 
to zero tailpipe motorcycle emissions.

Jesse Forester, Chief Executive 
Officer and Founder of Mazi 

Mobility FILE | PHOTO
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The Automobile Association 
of Kenya (AA Kenya) has 
honored the top three 2020 

KCSE candidates by offering free 
driving classes. While presenting 
the sponsorship, the Chief Executive 
Officer, Mr. Francis Theuri, said the 
Association was happy with the 
exemplary performance of the three 
and requested them to be road safety 
ambassadors even as they join their 
universities of choice. The three 
are Simiyu Robinson Wanjala, Allan 
Wasonga and Sharon Chepng’eno.

Mr. Theuri said AA Kenya started 
its driving school in 1962 to support 
road safety by giving the best driving 
lessons to potential drivers. These 

students are now role models for 
thousands of other students across 
the country. It is then important they 
receive quality training as drivers 
and become role models even in the 
area of road safety.

He added that 80% of all road crashes 
in Kenya are caused by bad driving 
behaviour and therefore preventable 
through right training. 

Simiyu thanked AA Kenya for the 
sponsorship and called on parents 
and guardians to enroll their children 
at credible driving schools. He termed 
AA Kenya as the most credible 
driving school with a wide reach in 
the country, and urged Kenyans to 
shun bad driving habits on the road. 

On her part, Sharon, who was the 
second-best overall student, said 
good driving skills avert road crashes 
thus contributing to safety of road 
users. 

“I am happy to receive this 
sponsorship,” she said and lauded 
AA Kenya for the support. 

Second best student Allan Wasonga 
was unavailable during the event but 
AA Kenya CEO said the Association is 
in contact with him to start classes at 
a later date.

AA Kenya has over 33 branches 
across the country. The students will 
choose their preferred branches for 
the driving classes. 

AA Kenya sponsors
top three 2020 KCSE 
candidates for driving course
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On the road, the BYD-T3 van looks just like any other  
van. It has aesthetic appeal with a nice rake angle 
and frame. But in Kenya, the BYD - T3  is the newest 

fully electric vehicle (EV) in market. 

This van is a peep to the future of urban cargo 
transportation, that’s according to Brian Chege, the 
General Manager of Meta Electric. Meta electric are front 
runners in the race to electric mobility in Kenya, with a 
strong expertise in supply and maintenance of Evs. 

Badged BYD, an abbreviation for “Build Your Dreams”, 
the van is manufactured in China and commands a big 
market for electric cars globally. BYD is China’s sixth-
largest car maker.  The BYD -T3 is their debut EV van in 
Kenya. But will it disrupt Kenya’s auto market? The jury is 
still out.

The BYD T3 is among the pioneering 100% electric compact 
vans in Kenya. It comes with a rare combination of 
features; low energy consumption and high performance. 
And because the manufacturer knows consumers need 
confidence in EVs, the vehicle has a warranty of 8 years or 
500,000 kilometers, whichever comes first. 

It is almost guaranteed that you will like how the drive 
feels.. Its pure electric drive reveals what the van has 
under its body. The van is fitted with a powerful electric 
motor and automated gear shift, providing a smooth and 
zero vibration drive.

The motor is powered by 50.3kWh battery that provides 
silent-running rides and zero emissions. Electric power 
has eradicated tailpipe emissions while the battery 
technology powers the van to slightly over 300 km driving 
range on a full charge.

The BYD – T3: 
The full electric compact van 
disrupting urban cargo transport



Let’s delve right into the BYD-T3 van
Interior

There is nothing much to write about the interior of the T3. 
It may be disappointing to know but the T3 interior hasn’t 
come with exotic leather and wood finishing. However, the 
seats are comfortable with enough regroom for the driver 
and passenger. 

It comes fitted with a radio and two speakers. On safety, the 
van has passenger and driver airbags. 

Range and Charging

The BYD -T3 is a commercial van, a workhorse meant to 
spend hours on the road as opposed to being parked 
for long hours. Thankfully, the van battery recharges in 
approximately 1.2 hours on DC charger. While you connect 
it to the main grid power, the battery will take about 7.2 
hours to fully charge. You can therefore leave it charging 
overnight after a workday and have it on the move the 
following day.

Cargo load and space

The T3 rear interior is preloaded with aluminum chequered 
cargo plate flooring. You can easily clean it. It has a slide 
door on its either side. The doors are manually operated. 
It also has a rear door from where cargo can be loaded 
or offloaded.  It boasts an ample payload of 780 kilograms 
and a carrying capacity of 3.8 cubic meters. The vehicle 
makes a good choice for last mile deliveries and security 
surveillance. It is also a choice for providers of airport 
transfers since it can be refitted into a taxi for corporate 
transport needs.  

Drivetrain and performance

Unlike conventional vehicles, EVs do not have a single 
speed gearbox. The T3 has one gear. Yes, you read it right. 
Its gearshift is electric and therefore replaces the various 
transmission options available – manual or automatic. 
With a maximum power of 94bhp, the BYD T3 has an 
optimal speed of 100 kilometers per hour. Its drive range 
of 300 kilometers means you can drive from Nairobi to 
Nanyuki and back without a battery recharge

Maintenance and running costs

Forget the mileage bookmark always hanging near the 
steering wheel. EVs do not have spark plugs, filters and 
oils. The T3 is cheap to maintain because it has just 10% of 
parts in typical internal combustion engine vehicles. They 
are therefore more cost effective in terms of repairs and 
maintenance.

The cost of running an electric vehicle is 80% cheaper than 
a conventional vehicle according to Meta Electric. Chege 
says it costs Sh300 per 100 kilometers to run the van.  It 
therefore implies that you can drive from Nairobi to Nakuru 
at a cost of about Sh1000 compared to Sh5000 spent 
on petrol used to power a 2000cc vehicle for the same 
distance. 

An interior view of the van

The van’s transmission if fully automatic

AC & DC charging ports

Ample load space of 780Kgs
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Incorporation of start-stop technology in vehicle 
engines has changed fortunes in automotive 
battery market, increasing demand for 

improvements in battery technology. That this 
technology, among other innovations, including 
highly equipped vehicles, has been widely adopted 
in motoring only adds to the growing changes in the 
sector.

The start-stop technology is a product of global 
voluntary and mandated efforts to cut Carbon 
emissions by 45% this decade as the world attempts 
to limit global heating to 1.5 C (2.7F).

For this reason, vehicle fuel economy has become 
a key selling point. To maximise fuel economy, 
manufacturers are looking for an obvious solution; 
cutting fuel consumption to its lowest possible 
point when a vehicle is immobile but revving. Many 
vehicles now come installed with anti-idle engine 
systems that reduce emissions.

While fuel consumption technology seems to 
be making great strides, automotive battery 
manufacturers, albeit silently, have also registered 
great progress. Today, batteries deliver up to 30,000 
vehicle starts annually compared to just 700 a 
few years ago. The batteries can also deliver 500 
million-watt seconds of energy doubling the output 
in a couple of years. Adding onto the milestones, 
contemporary batteries support micro-cycles as 
electrical loads run the batteries instead of the 
vehicle engine. 

Today, absorbed glass mat (AGM) batteries are 
standard for many cars equipped with sophisticated 
electrical systems and vehicles with Start-Stop 
systems where high sustained performance and 
dynamic charge acceptance is required.

Automotive 
batteries:  A 
guide through 
available 
options in the 
market

BY INAYAT PIRANI

What is an AGM Battery?

AGM batteries are designed to keep the electrolyte 
immobilized in a fiberglass mat, that acts like a sponge, 
while keeping it in constant contact with the active 
material on the plates. This results in greater efficiency 
in both discharge and recharge. These batteries are 
maintenance-free in addition to their spill and leak proof 
capabilities.

This technology also offers lower internal resistance and 
larger plate area, providing superior starting power and 
ability to fast recharge, and higher sustained voltages 
during discharge. AGM batteries can provide greater 
amp-hour capacities to support the high electrical 
demands of today’s vehicles. They are ideal batteries for 
start-stop applications.

AGM batteries come in different sizes but possess high 
active material efficiency due to better acid absorption; 
compressed plate groups with AGM separators that 
minimise vibration; long service life due to minimal acid 
stratification; and high cold start values.   

Extending your battery life

High cyclical power demand and constant parasitic 
electric drawing gadgets in Start-Stop technologies 
and modern highly equipped vehicles accelerate the 
decline rates of batteries. 

Acid stratification happens when heavier acid stratifies 
(sinks) to the bottom of the battery’s electrolyte, leaving 
the higher portion of the cells subject to low specific 
gravity. The active material is no longer capable of 
proper discharge activity. This therefore increases plate 
corrosion and accelerates premature loss of capacity 
and cranking power. 

The stratified acid at the bottom creates higher specific 
gravity which consequently prevents charging. In 
return, this condition causes internal resistance that 
leads to sulfation on the plates. A sulfated battery will 
eventually only accept a surface charge, resulting in a 
false positive state of charge. 



Discover’s AGM technology offers 3x the endurance 
of conventional batteries and are perfect for advanced 
Start-Stop systems in which the battery needs to be 
quickly recharged through the energy provided by the 
regenerative braking system.

Special Absorbed Glass Mat separators soak up all 
the acid in the battery delivering maintenance-free 
performance with no free-flowing electrolyte.

Discover’s AGM Start-Stop batteries are certified OEM 
quality parts.

UPGRADE TO DISCOVER’S AGM START-
STOP TO GET A BATTERY CAPABLE OF 
POWERING THE MOST DEMANDING 
VEHICLES AND ACCESSORIES. 

QUALITY AND PERFORMANCE IN ONE BATTERY

0726 479 291/2 sales@synergybatteries.co.ke mixtech.ke mixtechbatteries
ASHTON TRADING COMPANY
Shreeji Rd, Off Airport North Rd, Embakasi
www.synergybatteries.co.ke

®

Distributed by: ASHTON TRADING COMPANY



VEHICLES HAVE EVOLVED. 
ISN’T IT TIME BATTERIES 

EVOLVE TOO?

MIXTECH EMX Premium Flooded batteries 

combine 360° acid mixing technology with 

expanded metal grids and advanced active 

materials to produce premium batteries for 

most conventional modern vehicles equipped 

with standard accessories. 

EMX batteries are tested and proven to provide 

dramatically improved active material utilization, 

delivering 2x the cycle life of comparable 

conventional batteries and 1.5x the life of 

replacement market EFB batteries.

MIXTECH EMX batteries can be used to replace 

original equipment EFB and AGM batteries.

MIXTECH BATTERY

The motion of your vehicle causes the 
electrolyte to circulate and continuously mix 
preventing acid stratification.

TRADITIONAL BATTERY

Without MIXTECH, acid in the electrolyte  
settles at the bottom which leads to excess 

corrosion and charge imbalance. This is  
known as acid stratification.

0726 479 291/2 sales@synergybatteries.co.ke mixtech.ke mixtechbatteries
ASHTON TRADING COMPANY
Shreeji Rd, Off Airport North Rd, Embakasi
www.synergybatteries.co.ke
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Sulfated batteries tend to confuse modern vehicle charging 
systems by sending latent high charge that, in reality, is insufficient. 

Acid stratification is a natural process but it is accelerated when 
the battery is;

 � Made from cycled materials 

 � Partially charged (below 80% SOC) 

 � Never receives a regular full charge 

 � Left standing for extended periods of time 

It is not surprising that battery life expectancy has decreased as 
vehicles evolve. A new battery can lose up to 40% of its capacity 
in just eight months of normal use. Acid stratification happens in 
all lead-acid batteries and causes the vehicle alternator to wear 
out, increasing fuel costs.

Fixing modern battery problems 

It is possible to slow the decline of 
a battery through reduced acid 
stratification. Some of the techniques 
used by manufacturers include; an 
acid immobilization technology; 
utilization of fiber dividers that 
reinforce active material against 
shedding; and use of element 
bonding technologies that protect 
the battery from vibrations and 
shock. 

Acid immobilization technology uses 
AGM material to suspend the acid 
while acid mixing technology uses 
components that ensure the acid’s 
specific gravity is evenly distributed 
throughout the battery’s cells.

While the same electrochemical 
reactions take place, acid mixing 
slows acid stratification. On the 
other hand, acid immobilization 
technology slows (but does not fully 
stop) the stratifying effect of gravity 
on battery acid.

Choosing the right battery

But how do you choose the right 
battery for your vehicle? As vehicles 
advance in technology, there is no 
limit to advancements in battery 
technology.  

The added technology and features 
in our modern vehicles will continue 
to drive the need for advanced 
battery technology. Today’s vehicles 
are equipped with new technologies 

putting more and more strain on the 
battery. A modern vehicle may have 
as many as 150 electrical features. 
That means your battery simply 
needs to do more than just starting 
the vehicle. It must output more 
power to satisfy demands for all 
items.  

To fix the problems facing batteries in 
modern and power-hungry vehicles, 
there is need to choose a battery 
with the capacity and technology 
best suited for the job that includes 
countermeasures against acid 
stratification.  

AGM batteries posses high 
performance and enhanced 
electrical reliability. They are built 
to power the electrical systems of 
start-stop and anti-idle vehicles with 
regenerative breaking. 

They have many benefits including;

 � +/-60,000 engine starts

 � Active material efficiency, 
through better acid 
absorption 

 � Compressed AGM cells 
improve active material 
stability 

 � Compatible with sensitive 
electronic equipment 

 	 Maintenance-free. Non-
spillable 

There are other forms of batteries 
that are called enhanced flooded 

batteries ( EFB ) with acid mixing 
technology. The acid mixing 
technology, a passive device inside 
the battery that keeps the acid in 
constant circulation, makes these 
batteries a reliable choice for vehicles 
with Start-Stop technology.

Batteries with acid mixing technology 
not only eliminate early battery failure 
caused by acid stratification but also 
improve the cycle life of EFBs to near 
that of AGM batteries.  They can be 
used to replace original equipment 
EFB and AGM batteries.

Mixing technology uses the motion 
of the vehicle to continuously mix the 
electrolyte that creates a pressure 
difference between the lower 
and upper part of the electrolyte, 
causing a flow from the bottom of 
the battery to the top of the mixing 
device. Then, the acid is returned to 
the top of electrolyte of the battery 
cell. This provides a 360° electrolyte 
circulation.

Benefits and features 

 
 +/-50,000 engine starts

 � Countermeasures against 
acid stratification 

 � Optimized for Start-Stop 
vehicles 

  Tolerant to extreme 
temperatures 

 � Vibration resistant 

 � Sealed, maintenance-free

VEHICLES HAVE EVOLVED. 
ISN’T IT TIME BATTERIES 

EVOLVE TOO?

MIXTECH EMX Premium Flooded batteries 

combine 360° acid mixing technology with 

expanded metal grids and advanced active 

materials to produce premium batteries for 

most conventional modern vehicles equipped 

with standard accessories. 

EMX batteries are tested and proven to provide 

dramatically improved active material utilization, 

delivering 2x the cycle life of comparable 

conventional batteries and 1.5x the life of 

replacement market EFB batteries.

MIXTECH EMX batteries can be used to replace 

original equipment EFB and AGM batteries.

MIXTECH BATTERY

The motion of your vehicle causes the 
electrolyte to circulate and continuously mix 
preventing acid stratification.

TRADITIONAL BATTERY

Without MIXTECH, acid in the electrolyte  
settles at the bottom which leads to excess 

corrosion and charge imbalance. This is  
known as acid stratification.

0726 479 291/2 sales@synergybatteries.co.ke mixtech.ke mixtechbatteries
ASHTON TRADING COMPANY
Shreeji Rd, Off Airport North Rd, Embakasi
www.synergybatteries.co.ke
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Tips on how to 
extend the battery 
life of an electric 
vehicle

The battery life of an electric vehicle is probably the most 
important factor to consider before making a purchase. 
Like many other parts of a vehicle, the battery condition 

depends on how often the vehicle is in use. 

For people working in offices, whose vehicles remain parked 
from morning to evening, the battery life should be least in 
their worries. The situation is different for taxi operators.

While the latter requires frequent battery charging, the 
former may charge the battery only a couple of times 
in a month. This has an implication on the battery life.  

Experts say if you do not intend to use your electric 
car for a while, you should avoid leaving its battery 
fully charged or drained.  The battery needs to be 
charged at between 20-80 per cent if you intend to leave for 
long periods. 

If you are planning for a long journey, many manufacturers 
recommend that car starts the journey on full battery charge.  
Besides saving you a potential setback from drained battery, 
this also promotes the general health of the battery. 

According to GeoTab, an American fleet management and 
vehicle tracking company, there are five major factors that 
affect EV batteries.  They are;

 � time

 � high electric current

 � extreme temperatures (above 27 degrees or below 
- 5 degrees)

 � use in a high or low load state

 � usage (charging cycles)

The company says 
it has analysed batteries 
of over over 6,000 electric cars 
and now works directly with EV manufacturers to 
“ensure EVs have have strong data support.”

GeoTab’s previous studies show that electric cars 
retain over 90% battery health and capacity in 
the first seven years of use. 

It therefore means that the car marginally loses 
its battery range in the first seven years. 

Most EV manufacturers give battery warranty to 
customers in a bid to boost confidence in buyers.

BY STEPHEN MACHARIA
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Gear UP, wear your helmet
#AAKenyaCares #safetyfirst
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The WRC Safari Rally made a 
nostalgic return to Kenya in 
June 2021 to mark an end to a 

19 years hiatus. Held in Naivasha 
between 24-27 June, the WRC Safari 
Rally also became the first major 
international sports activity since 
the COVID-19 pandemic reached the 
shores of Kenya in March last year. 
But it meant more.

Since its cancellation from the 
WRC calendar, the Safari Rally lost 
significant proportions of its global 
sheen. However, it retained its status 
as one of the most adventurous 
motorsport events in the local and 
regional sphere. 

Absence of Kenya’s Safari Rally from 
the World Rally Championship (WRC) 
made Africa a desert of international 
motorsports. 

In 1993, Africa lost hosting rights for the 
Formula One South African Grand Prix 
due to commercial reasons. This was 
after the South African Automobile 
Association bought Kyalami Circuit 

What the return of the WRC 
Safari Rally means to Kenya 

BY STEPHEN MACHARIA

where the Grand Prix used to be held. 
The Association decided to run the 
Circuit at a profit but F1 could not 
provide revenues needed to sustain 
the event.  

Decades later in 2008, the Dakar Rally, 
an annual off-road endurance event, 
was also discontinued in Africa. 
Dakar Rally had since its inception 
in 1978 mostly run from Paris, France, 
to Dakar, Senegal. However, due to 
insecurity in in Mauritania, where 
competitors passed en route to 
Senegal, the event organizers moved 
the competition to South America 
and later to Saudi Arabia.  

For the aforementioned reasons, the 
WRC Safari Rally meant Kenya, and 
by extension Africa, was back to the 
international scene. In a previous 
interview, Sports Cabinet Secretary 
Amina Mohammed said the Safari 
Rally is part of Kenya’s heritage.

The return of Safari Rally “is so 
important for all Kenyans. It is not just 
about the Kenyan government – this 

is part of our heritage. We all grew up 
with the Safari Rally. It used to take 
place at Easter, from Good Friday to 
Easter Sunday, it was Safari weekend. 
It is because this is so important to 
the population that the government 
is investing heavily in it,” she told   
Dirtfish, a rally website.

But at the local level, the Safari Rally 
had more than just heritage value. 
Hotels in Naivasha, where the rally 
was held, were fully booked. 

Geoffrey Mariga, Hyriss Hotel general 
manager, said the hotel was fully 
booked. The hotel has 65 rooms and 
was forced to hire additional staff to 
meet the business demands.  

Ms Mary Rahab, a manager at Viewers 
Park Hotel, said the hotel rooms were 
booked to capacity during the entire 
rally period. 

“I don’t think there is anyone in the 
sector complaining about lack of 
business,” she said in an interview. 

These sentiments were felt across 



www.aakenyaautonews.co.ke Autonews Magazine JULY-SEPTEMBER 2021 17

many business sectors in Naivasha. 
Over 10,000 foreigners visited Kenya 
for the WRC Safari Rally. The Ministry 
of Sports, Culture and Heritage 
estimated that about Sh6 billion was 
injected into the economy through 
the WRC Safari Rally. 

Some 58 drivers, including 34 
Kenyans, participated in the event. 
Notable personalities in the rally 
included seven times WRC Champion 
Sébastien Ogier, Oliver Solberg, 
Thierry Neuville, Takamoto Katsuta, 
Oliver Solberg and Dani Sordo. 

Kenyan drivers included Onkar Rai, 
Carl Tundo and Tejeer Rai who were 
racing in Volkswagen Polo GTIs.

The return of the international rally 
event to Kenya augers well for the 
country’s diverse wildlife and Safari 
tours. The WRC Safari Rally will remain 
in the international status for at least 
five years in what is seen as a major 
marketing event in the history of the 
country.

PHOTO | WRC.COM
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Car dealers in Kenya are facing reduced sales 
as cost of imported vehicles rise amid global 
disruption in supply chain.

Liberdy Motors Business Development Officer Elizabeth 
Ngendo attributes the sharp rise to increased freight 
costs and taxation of the imports.

“The cost of vehicles has gone up by between 20-40 per 
cent. We are having reduced sales as motorists hold on 
to their vehicles instead of upgrading to newer models,” 
Ngendo told AutoNews. 

Increased costs of imports is also replicated in old cars 
as new buyers opt for locally used vehicles. For imported 
car dealers like Liberdy, the “future is uncertain,” says 
Ngendo. “Some customers are considering restoring out-
of-service vehicles instead of buying imported used cars. 
Some dealers have also gone into that business.” 

According to the Shippers Council of Eastern Africa 
(SCEA), freight charges have shot by between 20–25 per 
cent. Car importers have passed the cost to buyers.

When a vehicle lands in Kenya, its market price factors in 
an import duty of 25 percent of the Customs value (CIF) 
calculated on vehicle invoice value, freight charges, and 
insurance. A vehicle also attracts an excise duty of 20 
percent and also the mandatory value added tax of  16 
percent. 

Ngendo also says a weak shilling against the US Dollar 
has also pushed the car prices up. At Liberdy Motors, 
some car prices have increased by over Sh200,000. A 
Toyota Fielder 1500 cc is currently selling at Sh1.4 million 
up from an average price of Sh1.2 million last year. 

But there are more factors pushing an increase in vehicle 
prices. In Japan, manufacturers reported industrial 
activities last year due to COVID-19 pandemic. This led to 
a shortage in vehicle production and spare parts. 

Production of motor vehicles reduced by 38.9 per cent, 
creating further global shortages. Data from Japan’s 
Ministry of Economy reveals vehicle production and steel 
sectors in the country slump by 57.2 per cent in the period 
under review. 

However, the shortage of spare parts was also experienced 
in China where some major production plants for vehicle 
parts are located. 

Ngendo opines that car prices are likely to remain high in 
the short term.

“The current situation will persist for a while. Customers 
will have to pay more for vehicles,” she projects. Imported 
vehicles account for 88 percent of all newly registered 
vehicles in the country. 

Data from the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics (KNBS) 
shows the number of newly registered motor vehicles 
increased by 7.6 per cent from 102,036 units in 2018 to 
109,751 units in 2019. 

Station wagons recorded 13 per cent growth to hit 72,512 
units while mini-buses more than doubled from 812 units 
to 1,932 during the same period. KNBS attributes this 
increases to improved road infrastructure in the country. Simply

Dial*650#
Automobile Association of Kenya

Safety starts with you

0709 933 000 / 0709 933 999

INSURANCE BROKERS

WE’VE 
GOT YOU
COVERED

• Motor vehicle insurance

• Personal accident cover

• Medical insurance cover

• Marine insurance

• WIBA & much more

Increased cost of imported cars 
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If I were to give a physical example of 
a car developed with “less is better” 
philosophy, I can only point to one 

direction – the 2021 Suzuki Jimny.  

Riding on Suzuki’s heritage of reliability, 
the Jimmy is not your ordinary urban 
utility vehicle.  This compact 4x4 is a 
gem for off-roaders. The Jimny comes 
with a 1.5-liter four-cylinder engine and 
produces 101 horsepower. But do not 
underrate it yet.

While its small engine offers great fuel 
efficiency, the Jimmy is a vehicle for 
everyone.  

Suzuki Jimny: 
The small & light SUV made for 
the Kenyan off-road enthusiasts

BY STEPHEN MACHARIA

It has everything you need to maneuver 
a tough terrain, including hilly adventure 
places.  This car has a five-speed manual 
transmission with an option of four speed 
automatic choice.

Suzuki recently announced the Jimny 
Lite but let us stick to what is currently 
available in the local market. 

CMC Motors Suzuki Division Sales Manager 
Cyrus Maingi says the Jimny has four 
uncompromising features that define its 
off-road capabilities — a robust ladder 
frame, three ample body angles, 3-link 
rigid axle suspensions with coil springs 
and 4WD with a low-range transfer gear.

Cyrus Maingi, CMC Motors 
Suzuki Division Sales 

Manager
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Features of the Jimny

Hill Hold Control

When driving the Jimny, 
you do not have to worry 

much when driving through hilly 
terrains. Its hill hold control feature 

allows the vehicle to move upward and 
onward when starting on steep slopes. “Even on 

bumpy slopes that vary on the right and left sides, this 
feature helps prevent rearward rolling so you can focus 
on controlling acceleration,” CMC says. 

Hill Descent Control

This feature allows drivers 
to automatically apply the 
brakes and maintain a fixed speed 
at a touch of a button. This allows one to 
concentrate on steering without using the brake 
pedal or clutch. The feature makes the Jimny one of 
the safest cars to drive down steep terrains.

Brake Traction Control

This feature helps you drive on slippery ground with 
confidence. In case two wheels diagonal from each 
other lose grip while you’re travelling over slippery 
surfaces, the brake traction control feature is your 
saviour. This feature is designed to automatically 
brake the slipping wheels and redistribute torque 
to the other two wheels, allowing the Jimny to 
confidently tackle slippery surfaces. 

The Jimny is also built with safety of the driver and pedestrian 
as top priority. Being an off-road vehicle, Suzuki has invested 
a lot in the safety of the vehicle. These safety features are 
exciting to off-road enthusiasts.

This car protects drivers from severe injury in the unfortunate 
case of a crash. But its safety goes beyond the driver 
and passengers; it also extends to pedestrians. In case 
of a collision with a pedestrian, “head and leg injuries are 
mitigated by a bonnet and surrounding parts that are 
designed to absorb impact,” explains Maingi. 

Further, the car comes equipped with other injury mitigation 
features such as; impact-absorbing wipers; impact-
absorbing cowl top; impact-absorbing bonnet hinges; 
impact-absorbing fenders; impact-absorbing bonnet; and 
impact-absorbing front bumper. 

The Jimny’s body is specially manufactured to efficiently 
absorb the impact when involved in a crash. 

To crown the Jimny features, the car is equipped with a 
powerful headlight cleaning system meant to give drivers 
better vision. On the inside, the car has a touch screen radio 
and navigation display unit that allow minimum distraction.

At a cost of Sh3.2 million, you can get a Jimny from CMC 
showrooms in Nairobi, Kisumu, Eldoret, Kitale, Meru, 
Mombasa, Nakuru and Nanyuki. 
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It is common to hear car owners in Kenya making self-
assured claims that they only fuel at a particular fuel 
station, and cannot consider fueling at another.

“I only fuel at Shell,” one might say. Or, “I only fuel at Total, 
or Ola, or Rubis etc.”

The implication of this statement, at least for petrol car 
owners, is that the particular oil company guarantees 
high fuel quality commensurate with the car’s needs.

But is this a factor that one should consider when 
choosing where to fuel?

Well, the principal thing that a petrol car owner should 
keep in mind is the octane rating of petrol sold at a given 
petrol station.

Octane rating, or octane number, is the measure of 
a fuel’s ability to resist “knocking” or “pinging” during 
combustion, caused by the air/fuel mixture detonating 
prematurely in the engine.

In gasoline engines, the spark plug initiates combustion 
giving a smooth burn that develops pressure, forcing 
the piston down. However, under high pressure and 
temperature some gasoline fuels can show a tendency 
to combust spontaneously. This can result in a ‘knocking’ 
sound as small erratic bursts of combustion occur. Thus, 
an engine may suffer from depleted performance and in 
the most severe cases permanent damage can occur. 
Gasoline fuel’s octane number is a measure of how well 
the fuel can resist this knocking.

The octane rating must therefore be matched against the 
vehicle’s octane needs as specified by the manufacturer 
for optimal performance and to ensure longevity of your 
engine.

The higher a fuel’s octane, the more resistant it is to 
knocking.

One is advised to always use the minimum octane rating 
recommended by the vehicle’s vehicle manufacturer. The 
use of a lower octane than recommended by the vehicle 
manufacturer can result in knocking, and might also lead 
to erratic fuel economy. It can also damage both your 
engine and emissions control system.

In many parts of the world, the most common type 
of octane rating is the Research Octane Number, 
abbreviated as RON.

Kenya, together with other EAC countries, moved to RON 
93 gasoline (premium grade) in January 2015, although 
there are other grades available on the market including 
RON 95 at some retail stations, and RON 87 (regular 
grade) for use by fishing boats. However, their market 
share is unknown.

Your gasoline car should ideally include the recommended 
RON rating for fuel. Ensure that you have checked your 
owner’s manual for the recommended octane level for 
your vehicle.

For some models, the octane recommendation can also 
be found on the inner side of the vehicle’s fuel lid.

So, before you pledge total and undivided loyalty to a 
particular fuel marketing company, ensure that your 
trusty petrol station has your engine’s recommended 
octane rating in stock.

What you need to know about 
your car’s octane rating

BY JOSEPH MAINA

Joseph Maina is a freelance journalist who writes on transport, travel 
and tourism. He holds a BA in Journalism from the University of Nairobi. 
He can be reached on mainajoseph166@googlemail.com
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The lack of adequate psychosocial support for victims of road crashes 
in Kenya, presents a yawning gap in their care and management an 
investigation by ScienceAfrica Journal reveals.

Little has been done to institutionalize psychosocial support in the overall 
treatment regimen of a road accident victim in the country. Much of the focus 
and resources are invested towards physical treatment needs.  

The problem is more pronounced among critically injured people, who 
are forced to contend with life-altering physical injuries amid underlying 
psychological trauma. 

Little analysis is done to assess the economic impact of road crashes, 
particularly at the individual and household level.

The World Bank puts the annual casualty rate of the critically injured at 50 
million people globally, with many people left permanently disabled as a 
result.

Road crashes disproportionately affect the poor. But with many crash victims 
being of working age, serious injuries usually take a toll on the welfare of 
dependents.

The unpredictable nature of road crashes means most people are caught 
off-guard, with little or no means of countering the emergent challenges. 

Why inadequate 
psychological support 
for road crash victims 
is a gap in road safety 

BY JOSEPH MAINA

“You can’t reason 
when you’ll have an 
accident, and you 

cannot necessarily 
precipitate it, or 

anticipate it, unless 
you go the insurance 

way,” 

said Dr Geoffrey 
Wango, a Senior 

Lecturer in counseling 
psychology at the 

University of Nairobi. 

Dr. Geoffrey Wango, lecturer UoN 
PHOTO | FILE
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‘‘So, when an accident occurs, most people go 
through the stages of grief – shock, disbelief, anger, 
negotiation and eventually, acceptance. When 
people get involved in accidents, they usually don’t 
know how to deal with it. They may not be prepared, 
and their families may not know what to do.”

The typical home may not have the requisite 
infrastructural layout to optimally accommodate 
the road crash victim, notes Dr Wango, saying that 
adjustments are usually required at the household 
level to assist with mobility, feeding, sleep, sanitation 
and other day-to-day functions. The accident itself 
is cause for painful recollections, but so is the reality 
of a new life beset with challenges. 

“The person actually goes through such traumatic 
moments that they may not even know who they 
are,” stresses Dr Wango. “Imagine being a healthy, 
well-functioning individual, and you are suddenly 
confined to the house, unable to even move to 
the toilet. How do you accept yourself? You feel 
degraded. You may feel you are not of worth. 
In extreme cases, the patient may slink into an 
abyss of oblivion, marked by intense loneliness, 
when acquaintances and the community shun 
your company. As you can imagine, the higher 
your social status, the lower you go in such 
circumstances. And, the more intensive your injury, 
the more people may dismiss you.”

Support, says Dr Wango, should come from all 
possible quarters, including family and friends. 
He says it is particularly encouraging to see that 
religious formations also make a point of visiting 
and communing with accident victims.

“The person needs to accept what happened, 
what they are going through, and what they can 
do about their life. That’s the ultimate remedy. The 
more resilient individuals tend to do it better than 
those who refuse to accept what they are going 
through.” 

Dr Wango laments that institutions generally do not 
pay attention to the psychological needs of person 
inflicted with trauma. 

“Very few organisations are bothered about 
psycho-traumatic support systems, including 
counseling and therapy,” Dr Wango said. “Hardly 
anybody thinks about them. When one is involved 
in an accident, everybody is preoccupied with 
healing, and they generally go for the physical, and 
not the psychological, which is sidestepped”.

Joseph Maina is a freelance journalist who writes on transport, 
travel and tourism. He holds a BA in Journalism from the 
University of Nairobi. He can be reached on mainajoseph166@
googlemail.com

Research for this story was enabled through a grant from 
scienceafrica.co.ke. This story first appeared in pd.co.ke
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There’s a charming glint in his eye when he 
converses, a healthy gleam in his cheek, and a 
graceful smile bereft of remorse flashes on his face 
from time to time. There’s practically nothing in Brian 
Muchiri Waihenya’s facial aspect that would betray 
the catastrophic turn of events seven years ago that 
robbed him of the pleasures of young adulthood, 
and consigned him to a wheelchair – for life.

It was in February 2014 that Brian, 26, was involved in 
a road accident on his way home with friends after 
a night excursion in Nakuru town. Three of Brian’s 
friends died on the spot after the car they were 
travelling in collided head-on with a trailer along the 
Nakuru-Kabarak road. Brian and one friend escaped 
with their lives.

On the fateful eve of the accident, a friend had urged 
Brian to sneak into town in the night for some fun, in 
what would be Brian’s first night out. 

“It was on a Friday night and I was already in bed, 
preparing to sleep. A friend called me up and asked 
me to join him and other friends to go out. I was 
apprehensive, but then I saw it as an opportunity to 
have fun, which was rare in the village”.

And so, Brian surreptitiously joined his friends, and his 
parents had no idea that he wasn’t in the compound 
that night. The partygoers had fun all right, only to 

Brian Muchiri: How a road 
crash changed my youth, life

meet their accident the following morning. Brian 
has no recollections of the moments immediately 
following the crash. He was informed later on that 
some well-wishers took him to hospital. He surmises 
that, in the process of transporting him to hospital, 
the first responders may have handled him in a 
manner that could have worsened his spinal cord 
injury, despite their noble intentions. They put him in 
a sitting position in a car. His parents received a call 
that Saturday morning informing them of their son’s 
predicament in hospital.

“My injury affects my body in a big way because I 
have no feeling of sensation anywhere beyond or 
under my armpits. I’m what we call a quadriplegic; 
an individual with limited or no use of both limbs. I 
don’t have use of my lower limbs, but I have limited 
use of my upper limbs. The bigger muscles work – 
like my biceps - but I have no movement beyond 
my wrists. I can’t control my fingers”.

The firstborn among three boys, Brian also lost 
control of several body functions.   At the time of 
the accident, Brian, then 19, was in his third year at 
a local university campus in Nakuru town, pursuing 
a course in purchasing and supplies. Depression 
would eventually set in, as the young Brian came to 
terms with his predicament.

BY JOSEPH MAINA
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“My youth was affected by the disability,” Brian admits at his home in Mangu, 
Nakuru County. “I can’t be at par with my peers. As they finished school I was 
still recovering. As they got jobs and started families, I was still here. I am a 
few steps backwards in terms of the milestones you may think about in the 
normal progression of life.”  

Despite the palpable drawbacks on his young life, Brian has taken it all in 
his stride. He is the founder of Strong Spine Foundation, an organization that 
seeks to empower and advocates for inclusion and equality for people 
with disability. 

But the toll on his family has been great. Aside from the high 
cost of treating his physical disability, his family has had to 
commit numerous resources towards his care and well-
being. 

He relies heavily on his wheelchair and a caregiver, a 
role that has been shouldered by his parents. Every 
morning, his father assists with his bath and dressing 
up. His father wakes up twice a night to help him turn 
in his sleep, as a way to prevent pressure wounds. 
He uses a catheter for his bladder and 
adult diapers for his 
bowel movements.

Asked whether 
he is on medical 
insurance cover, 
Brian revealed that 
he had signed up for 
the SUPA cover package 
of the National Hospital 
Insurance Fund (NHIF). He 
stated that he was not aware 
of any psychological support 
among medical insurance 
providers for his condition, and 
that he had not considered it 
before.

“I didn’t get any kind of 
professional support for my 
mental health. Maybe I didn’t 
realize that I was going through 
something so serious, or if at all 
I even needed it. I didn’t even 
know that it was an option”.

Joseph Maina is a freelance journalist 
who writes on transport, travel 
and tourism. He holds a BA 
in Journalism from the 
University of Nairobi. 
He can be reached 
on mainajoseph166@
googlemail.com

Research for this story was enabled 
through a grant from scienceafrica.
co.ke. This story first appeared in 
pd.co.ke

Brian Muchiri PHOTO | JOSEPH MAINA
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For many stakeholders in Kenya’s road transport sector, the 
issue of psychosocial support for road accident victims is a 
matter that has been swept under the carpet for far too long.

“It is an area of concern,” said Fred Majiwa, the Head of Business 
Development, Programme and Emergency Services at St John 
Ambulance Kenya, “Over the years, most of the focus has been 
on the physical assistance to the victims of road accidents”.

“Psychosocial support isn’t a highly regarded subject in patient 
care”, stated Kevin Mubadi, the founding head of the Bodaboda 
Association of Kenya. “Most accident victims are left to fend for 
themselves in this area”. 

Mubadi conceded that this is a gap that calls for redress in the 
overall care and management of victims of road accidents. Little 
options are available for the accident victim, and even where 
available, they are few and far between. George Mathenge of the 
Association for the Physically Disabled of Kenya (APDK) suggests 
a county-based approach as one way of availing psychosocial 
assistance to those in need.

“Ideally, whenever one goes for physiotherapy in a hospital, they 
should have the facility,” noted. Mathenge.  

According to Majiwa, the psychological effect of an accident 
extends beyond the individual casualty to include the wider 
family and society.

“You find that, for every one physical victim, there are at 
least four other psychological victims,” Majiwa noted. “This is 
because there are people who watch these things, and they are 
traumatised. There are the relatives of the person who passes 
on, and they too are affected. This area has not been properly 
managed”.

First responders may also suffer psychological pain when they 
encounter gory details at the scenes of accidents.

“Even first responders who are not trained may rush to 
an accident scene to help, but they may fail to help 
themselves. That’s because after this, they might 
be traumatised and require debrief or to see a 
counselor”.

Majiwa recounts a particularly serious 
case of a first responder in Salgaa, Nakuru 
County.

“We were handling some projects there and there was a 
gentleman who had over the years been rushing to scenes of 
accidents. He was downplaying the psychological effect. Later, 
we had to take care of him.  We took him to the county referral 
hospital in Nakuru after noting that his behavior was not normal. 
This is just a case among others”.

Psychosocial support: The 
neglected cog in road safety? 

“If you plan on 
being anything 

less than you are 
capable of being, 
you will probably 

be unhappy all the 
days of your life.” 

- Abraham Maslow

BY JOSEPH MAINA
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In addition, Majiwa noted that in the typical government 
hospital, the emphasis is laid primarily on the physical 
wellbeing of an accident victim. General perceptions of 
psychological therapy are also to blame.

“People’s attitudes towards it also play a role in limiting 
the attention given to psychological help,” Majiwa said. 
“People may see psychological treatment to mean 
being treated as a mad person. So, you might find that, 
generally, the population is reluctant to admit that they 
have a psychological need that require treatment”.

Majiwa said that the government has acknowledged the 
need for psychosocial support, while admitting that this is 
a relatively new area in overall patient care, and might take 
a while before it is fully integrated in mainstream patient 
management.

The key component in psychological care, Majiwa said, 
is referral. This is what needs to be strengthened in order 
to point people in need of care in the right direction as 
need arises. 

The practice at one of East Africa’s most respected brands 
in the health sector aligns with Majiwa’s envisaged referral 
model. For an accident victim, a general physician is one 
way to provide assessment for possible psychological 
assistance on a case-by-case basis.

“Often, when a patient has outstanding psychosocial 
issues, the primary doctors are able to recognise that 
and to involve the mental health workers – be it the 
psychiatrist, psychologist, counselor or social worker”, Dr 
Ian Kanyanya, of the Kenyatta National Hospital (KNH) 
said. 

Dr Kanyanya, himself a psychiatrist, is Head of Department 
of Mental Health at KNH. He however acknowledges that 
despite the efficacy of this approach, there are limits to 
how many persons in need can be reached in this way.

“As much as we recognize what KNH does, we also realize 

that that is what is provided to just a limited few – we are 
talking about those who are admitted in hospital, which is 
really just a fraction. We realize that many others may not 
have the obvious psychosocial disruptions necessitating 
intervention, and so they go unnoticed – they are 
treated for their fractures and they go home without 
the necessary interventions as far as their psychosocial 
needs are concerned”.

Dr Kanyanya revealed that both inpatient and outpatient 
patients are assessed for possible psychosocial care, 
and referred accordingly. Despite the relative successes 
of the KNH approach, Dr Kanyanya observes that more 
attention needs to be paid on the psychosocial well-being 
of the accident victim. He identified a need for greater 
advocacy on the subject. He urged a more proactive 
approach towards prevention, saying the community 

needs to be looped into the campaign. 

“Unfortunately, as is the case with other mental 
health issues in our country and region, not much 

attention is paid to psychosocial 
support for the accident victim,” 

said Dr Kanyanya. “Our system 
is not tuned to prioritize these 
issues among people who have 
suffered trauma. You can get 

trauma from things like 
accidents, war-like 

situations, sexual 
violence and so 
on. Prevention, 
they say, is 
better than cure. 
Maybe we need 

to be more active 
in highlighting 
these things to the 

general public.”

Traumatic experiences have a lingering impact, in some 
cases leaving a long-lasting imprint on the victims. 

“What happens when someone has suffered trauma is 
that after the patient gets well from the fractures and 
wounds, the assumption out there is that now you are fine 
- you should pick up your life and continue” Dr Kanyanya 
said. “But that is not true. We know that the symptoms of 
Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder can flare up even years 
after the accident. Generally, it is not very obvious to 
many people – many people may not quickly recognize 
that this is connected to the accident that happened, 
and the patients themselves may also not connect”.

Joseph Maina is a freelance journalist who writes on transport, travel 
and tourism. He holds a BA in Journalism from the University of Nairobi. 
He can be reached on mainajoseph166@googlemail.com

Research for this story was enabled through a grant from scienceafrica.
co.ke. This story first appeared in pd.co.ke
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AA Kenya trained over 20 boda boda riders on road safety in the run up to the WRC Safari Rally in June 2021. The riders witnessed 
the flag off ceremony in Nairobi. 
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From left AA Kenya CEO Mr. Francis Theuri, WRC Safari Rally Project CEO Phineas Kimathi and NTSA DG George Njao pose for a 
picture. PHOTO | JACKSON ORWA

WRC Safari Rally Kenya Chief Safety Officer Norris Ongalo. 
PHOTO | FILE

AA KENYA CEO Mr. Francis Theuri. PHOTO | FILE WRC Safari Rally Project CEO Phineas Kimathi. PHOTO | FILE

AA Kenya Head of Busines Development Timothy Keli . PHOTO | 
FILE

AA Kenya, NTSA and WRC Safari Rally Project partner to mark the UN Global Road Safety Week in May 2021. The teams called on 
motorists to observe 30 km/h speed limits where people and traffic mix to make streets healthy, green and liveable. 
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The National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA) has developed road 
safety policy guidelines for government ministries, departments and 
agencies (mdas), heralding a new era in road safety campaigns in 

Kenya.

Annually, over 3,000 road deaths occur in Kenya leading to a loss of Sh300 
Billion (about 5% of GDP) according to data from the Department of Civil 
Registration.

NTSA believes inadequate road safety management and coordination of 
road safety strategies are major causes of high fatality rates. But the situation 
will change after mainstreaming road safety in government, NTSA Director 
General George Njao says.

NTSA publishes road 
safety guidelines 
for government 
institutions

“This loss is 
devastating and 

demands for action. 
Unfortunately Road 
Safety has not been 

highly prioritized 
and mainstreamed 

in Government 
Programmes,” 

Njao says. 

NTSA Director General George Njao 
PHOTO | JACKSON ORWA
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Njao further says road safety 
programmes in Kenya “are 
significantly underfunded” despite 
increased motorization in the country. 

He however notes that NTSA hopes to 
“build synergy among Government 
Ministries, State Departments and 
Agencies (MDAs) and their capacity 
to develop, implement, own and 
sustain their road safety policies. 
The guidelines provide simple easy 
to read procedures detailed in 
seven broad sections that include 
developing a workplace policy on 
road safety and implementation 
plan.”

Road safety is a Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) that calls 
on all countries to develop and 
implement multi-sectoral and 
sustainable road safety strategies.

A number of road safety risk factors 
cause these crashes and injuries. 
They range from speeding, driver 
fatigue, drunk driving, inadequacies 
in driver training and recruitment, 
road engineering challenges, 
environmental conditions, and low 
levels of awareness on road safety.  

Once the policy is in place, all 
government employees, clients, 
contractors, and consultants will use 
these guidelines to spearhead road 
safety programmes and implement 
policies in road safety at national 
and county government levels. 

“The guidelines will be a reference 
point for the public sector road 
safety programmes and as well as 
to private entities interacting doing 
government business,” the document 
reads in part. 

This project promotes a culture of 
safe driving in government staff and 
drivers in a bid to minimize road 
traffic crashes and injuries involving 
public sector employees.  

According to NTSA, the guidelines 
will help the government reduce 
costs in vehicle wear and tear, 
fuel, and insurance premiums. In 
addition, it will enhance compliance 
with the traffic law and regulations 
and minimize risks of penalties and 
conviction for traffic offences.

Road traffic injuries (RTIs) remain a 
serious challenge and are among 
ten leading causes of death globally, 
contributing to more than 1.35million 
fatalities every year. Another 20-50 
million people survive with injuries or 
disability. 

The guidelines prescribe far reaching 
impacts in government transport 
management. For example, the 
guidelines introduce safe driving 
record as a mandatory requirement 
for employment in government. 

All job applicants will be required 
to provide details of their driving 
record, including crashes and traffic 
infringements. The government will 
also conduct mandatory verification 
of an applicant’s driving licence.  

The respective ministries and 
agencies will also be required to 
ensure all new employees undergo a 
formal induction program that covers 
road safety policy and procedures. 

On speed management, NTSA 
recommends reduction of speed 
limits to 30kph in areas with high 
number of pedestrians including 

around schools, hospitals, markets, 
and estates.

Additionally, all government 
institutions will be required to 
install internal speed monitoring 
mechanisms and also have 
elaborate procedures in dealing with 
violations. 

The guidelines also introduce a 
monitoring system for the number 
of government vehicles involved 
in crashes per year and define 
crash incidence per 100,000 vehicle 
kilometres. This will help NTSA identify 
patterns in road crashes and aid the 
government determine actual costs 
of repairs and replacements in GK 
vehicles. 

The document also requires 
government institutions to establish 
systems that allow members of the 
public to comment on the driving 
habits of government vehicles. NTSA 
proposes display of contact details 
for the respective ministries. 

Good drivers will also be recognized 
and rewarded, NTSA says. 
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Road safety awareness and training among boda 
boda riders has received a boost this year after the 
Kenya Roads Board (KRB) embarked on a riders 

training campaign across the country. 

KRB has undertaken training of boda boda operators in 
13 counties in a bid to bolster road safety awareness in 
Kenya.

This comes at a time when boda boda related deaths 
and injuries have significantly increased despite the 
sector providing crucial transportation solutions in urban 
and rural areas. 

According to NTSA data, out of about 3114 road crash 
related deaths recorded in Kenya last year, the boda 
boda sector registered 900 fatalities. Many others 
sustained injuries. 

Safety of motorcycle riders, especially the boda boda 
sector, has remained alarming and one of the leading 
causes of road crash fatalities. 

Kenya Roads Board embarks 
on training boda boda riders on 
road safety BY STEPHEN MACHARIA

Opening one of the training sessions held in Kajiado in 
June, KRB Director General Rashid Mohamed called on 
riders to prioritize safety by following traffic rules. 

“Today’s training is one of many road safety initiatives 
that we have conducted in Kisumu, Kisii, Migori, Kilifi, 
Busia, Nyeri, Malindi, Machakos, Nakuru, Narok, Nyamira, 
Kakamega and Elgeyo, Marakwet counties. The initiatives 
include road safety Programmes for boda boda riders, 
trainings and licensing of boda boda operators, provision 
of personal protective equipment and institutional 
support to hospitals’ trauma centers. In the 13 counties 
we have visited, we have trained close to 5,000 riders, 
provided 3,000 helmets, 10,000 reflective jackets and first 
aid kits among others. Further, we have trained 150 riders 
who sat licensing examination by NTSA and passed,” he 
announced. 

KRB has partnership with the Automobile Association 
of Kenya (AA) to train the riders. The training equips 
riders with riding skills, personal protection, response to 
accidents scenes and adherence to traffic laws. 

Kenya Roads Board Director, Dr. Mary Ragui (centre) adjusts a helmet to a boda boda rider during the KRB road safety training 
in Kajiado. On the left is Kajiado Central Base commander Paul Ngune. Far right is Elijah Melita- Red Cross official in Kajiado 
County. PHOTO | KRB
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“My appeal to you is to think safety first by 
ensuring you are licensed to ride, adhering to 
all traffic regulations and wearing personal 
protective clothing at all times,’’ Mohamed told 
the trainees in a virtual address. 

KRB says road safety forms part of its broader 
CSR activities that seek to reduce road crashes 
in line with the UN Decade of Safety. 

Mohamed noted that the riders’ safety 
programme aims “at ensuring our young 
women and men in the sector are licensed and 
well kitted” to ride safely.  

Acknowledging KRB cannot win alone, 
Mohammed called for more partnerships 
between KRB, AA Kenya and Red Cross and the 
National Transport and Safety Authority (NTSA) 
in training more riders.  

“The Board is hoping to leverage partnerships 
to broaden the reach and effectiveness of our 
road safety awareness and campaigns, taking 
active steps to improve our engagement with 
industry stakeholders and improve road safety,” 
Mohammed asserted. 

The boda boda sector plays a critical role in 
the economy. According to the Motorcycle 
Assemblers Association of Kenya (MAAK), Kenya 
has about 600,000 commercial motorcycles 
in operation. The Association estimates that 
each motorcycle generates Sh1,000 every day, 
translating to an annual turnover of Sh219 billion. 

Further MAAK adds that each commercial 
motorcycle supports a minimum of eight people 
including the rider’s family and other support 
service providers including mechanics and 
spare part dealers. Almost 5 million people in 
Kenya dependent on the boda boda sector. 

By training the riders, KRB believes it will reduce 
the amounts of money spent on treating riders 
involved in crashes. 

KRB, formed 21 years ago, has a mandate of 
funding, overseeing and coordinating road 
maintenance, rehabilitation and development. 

The Board works together with the Kenya National 
Highways Authority (KENHA), Kenya Urban Roads 
Authority (KURA), Kenya Rural Roads Authority 
(KERRA), Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS) and the 47 
County Governments to maintain Kenya’s road 
asset valued at approximately Sh3.5 Trillion.

Data from the Kenya National Bureau of Statistics 
shows that boda boda and tuk tuk registration in 
2020 defied the economic pressures of COVID-19 
pandemic and rose by 22,172 units.  
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Kenya receives boost in motorcycle 
helmet safety with donations from 
FIA and Hungary  

BY STEPHEN MACHARIA

For over a year, the FIA, in 
partnership with the FIA 
Foundation, has been promoting 

uptake of safe and affordable 
motorcycle helmets in Africa. 

FIA believes that deployment of 
affordable but cozy motorcycle 
helmets, that riders can wear during 
hot or cold seasons can save lives. 
Available data shows that wearing 
a helmet when ridding or travelling 
on a motorcycle is an effective road 
safety intervention that reduces 
head injuries among moped riders 
and motorcyclists by 44%.

Since the launch of the campaign, 
FIA has been mapping countries 
with high reliance on two-wheel 
motorized transport. Kenya, where 
about 5 million people use boda 
boda transport, is one of the counties 
where the FIA plans to distribute 
about 1200 helmets. The helmets cost 
Sh2000. 

During the launch of the WRC Safari 
Rally in June 2021, President Uhuru 
Kenyatta launched the programme 
to distribute the helmets in Kenya. 
Dubbed Safari Rally Action for Road 
Safety Campaign, Kenya has trained 
over 1000 riders on road safety. 

“Many other young people from the 
Boda boda community are set to 
receive refresher riding skills and road 
use information. This legacy project 
has also attracted international 
partners; the FIA and the Hungarian 
Motorsport Development Agency 
(HUMDA), whose support, through 
the provision of 6,300 helmets to 
the boda boda riders, will help in 
enhancing road safety within the 
country,” President Kenyatta said. 

The President further said the project 
will promote road safety, through 
education and the provision of 
protective gear to motorists. These 
measures will in turn, raise awareness 

on the adverse impacts of road 
accidents, and reduce injuries. 

This event has also served to launch 
the Helmet Wearing Coalition 
for Kenya. Supported by the FIA 
Foundation and led by Transaid, this 
coalition is a multi-sectoral group 
with participants from government 
agencies such as the National 
Transport & Safety Authority, Ministry 
of Health and the National Police 
Service. 

It is also supported by the Automobile 
Association of Kenya - FIA Member 
Club, the Red Cross and the 
Motorcycle Riders’ Associations. 

Kenya has a motorcycle fleet of 
1.4 million vehicles and an annual 
estimated 13,000 road traffic-related 
deaths according to the UN. This 
places Kenya among countries with 
the highest road traffic death rates in 
Africa. 

From right H.E President Uhuru Kenyatta, FIA president Jean Todt and Sports CS Amb. Amina Mohamed holding safe and 
affordable motorcycle helmets . PHOTO | STATE HOUSE
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Jean Todt, FIA President, said: “Wearing a helmet is a key issue in 
protecting the lives of two-wheeled riders. The FIA Safe & Affordable 
Helmet Programme is part of the consolidated action that our Federation 
is taking to make a profound impact on this global challenge. I salute 
the authorities of Kenya for their participation and sincerely thank the 
FIA Foundation, Transaid and our two partners that have enabled us to 
take a step forward: The Keep Fighting Foundation and the Hungarian 
Ministry of Infrastructure. I urge other governments and the private 
sector to join this initiative.”

Dr Amina Mohamed, Cabinet Secretary for Sports, Heritage and Culture 
of Kenya, said: “The Safari Rally Action for Road Safety Campaign is a 
timely initiative. The distribution of helmets to vulnerable road users 
in Kenya, particularly, the Boda Boda industry, will help in reducing 
the number of road accident fatalities, and to easing the financial 
burden of medical care for families. The Kenyan Government remains 
committed to enhancing road safety and will support all the individuals 
and institutions, that are involved in the road safety campaign project. 
I thank our partners, the FIA and the Ministry for Innovation and 
Technology of Hungary (HUMDA) whose continued engagement will 
greatly impact our roads and economy.”

Saul Billingsley, FIA Foundation Executive Director, said: “Use and 
access to affordable yet quality helmets in low- and middle-income 
countries such as Kenya has historically been low, making riders 
vulnerable to serious injury, in particular head injuries. More than a 
quarter of global road traffic deaths represent motorized two or three-
wheelers and the rate is rising rapidly. The activities of the FIA’s Safe & 
Affordable Helmet Programme aim to help address the need for greater 
awareness of road safety amongst riders, and lay the groundwork for 
the cross-sectoral cooperation and active engagement of civil society 
and communities.”

Sabine Kehm, Keep Fighting Foundation, said: “The Keep Fighting 
Foundation is honoured to support the FIA Safe & Affordable Helmet 
Programme in Kenya, leveraging on a motorsport event. The objective 
of increasing safety has always been close to Michael’s heart: we are 
pleased to see that in Kenya these helmets will support the work of a 
local network of organisations committed to save lives.”

László Palkovics, Minister for Innovation and Technology of Hungary, 
said: “We are very proud to support this unique initiative where I 
believe we have a fruitful cooperation in the field of road safety. The 
Hungarian Motorsport Development Agency provides support to the 
motor drivers in Kenya not only on cross border but cross continental 
level. It is our common goal to cut the numbers of road traffic death, 
where each of us can take a small step to contribute.”

But FIA hopes the helmets will reduce 
road fatalities in Kenya.

FIA President Jean Todt  said: “Wearing 
a helmet is a key issue in protecting 
the lives of two-wheeled riders. The FIA 
Safe & Affordable Helmet Programme 
is part of the consolidated action 
that our Federation is taking to make 
a profound impact on this global 
challenge. I salute the authorities 
of Kenya for their participation and 
sincerely thank the FIA Foundation, 
Transaid and our two partners 
that have enabled us to take a 
step forward: The Keep Fighting 
Foundation and the Hungarian 
Ministry of Infrastructure. I urge other 
governments and the private sector 
to join this initiative.”

About 5,000 helmets (including 1,200 
in Kenya) will be donated by the 
Keep Fighting Foundation, inspired by 
Michael Schumacher’s family, the first 
partner of this FIA Programme, and 
Hungarian Motorsport Development 
Agency on behalf of the Hungarian 
Government which has chosen 
Kenya as a beneficiary of its donation 
of 6,300 helmets to advance helmet 
safety across the country. 

AA Kenya will train all helmet 
recipients on two-wheeler safety 
training.  

According to Sports CS Dr Amina 
Mohamed, the road safety initiatives 
have come at the right time. 

“The Safari Rally Action for Road 
Safety Campaign is a timely 
initiative. The distribution of helmets 
to vulnerable road users in Kenya, 
particularly, the Boda Boda industry, 
will help in reducing the number of 
road accident fatalities, and to easing 
the financial burden of medical care 
for families. The Kenyan Government 
remains committed to enhancing 
road safety and will support all the 
individuals and institutions, that are 
involved in the road safety campaign 
project. I thank our partners, the FIA 
and the Ministry for Innovation and 
Technology of Hungary (HUMDA) 
whose continued engagement 
will greatly impact our roads and 
economy.’’

What they said;
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How Hyundai’s 
second generation 

photo journalist 
fulfilled WRC 
Safari family 

dream in Naivasha  
BY SAMSON ATEKA

In Motorsport, and by extension the revered rally-sport, 
there are skills that take long to develop. Some of the 
skills needed in motorsports are also rare to possess.

Evidence suggests that this phenomenon also applies in 
motorsport photography where sheer hard work alone 
may not necessarily hold the key to success. 

Sometimes, raising a rally champion requires complex 
mixing of skills and so is the case in motoring photography 
where parental passion has continued to add the much 
needed zest to family generations in the trade.

Men in green 

If you attended the recent WRC Safari Rally event, you 
might have come across some people  resplendent 
in luminous green FIA/WRC media tabards lumbering 
around with big camera lenses. These people were most 
visible at the Hell’s Gate Wolf Power Stage, Sleeping 
Warrior and Soysambu where some of the designated 
spectator viewing points were located.

One of the most celebrated rally photographers Bastien 
Baudin,  a French second generation Hyundai World Rally 
Team official photographer, was present in Kenya.  

Bastien was among the many foreign photographers who 
put in so much on the Safari weekend to showcase the 
picturesque Lakeside region of Naivasha and Elementeita 
to the world.
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--Like Father Like Son—

Bastien’s dad François Baudin, who was  among the top 
WRC Safari Rally photographers in the  2002 edition,  gave 
this year’s edition a wide berth. But his son’s presence in 
Kenya was epic. 

But in François’ absence, four motorsport photographers 
from Safari 2002  - Reinhard McKlein, Pascal Huit, Manrico 
Martella and François Flamand - were back in Kenya to 
be part of the fabled event they have savoured for many 
years.

Like McKlein who has over the years developed a 
penchant for Kenyan international rally events, Bastien’s 
dad was a household name in WRC photography. 
Francois has covered many Safaris in the 1990s and done 
a myriad of WRC action photos for a duration spanning 
over three decades. As a photographer in Safari’s days of 
yore, Basten Senior has seen rallying technology morph 
through different guises. 

Bauden Senior also used to make photos for Tommi 
Makkinen and Mitsubishi Ralliat.

François Baudin has been a Director of his own press 
agency (AUSTRAL) since 2004, and official 

photographer of the Hyundai Motorsport 
team in the WRC. François was also a 

prominent member of the famous agency 
DPPI, specialized in auto sports, since 1989.

But for Basten Jnr, it’s about fitting into his dad’s big shoes. 
He is a believer in the fact that words can paint a picture 

in one’s mind, “but a photograph freezes moments in 
time”. 

“Dad taught me how to capture rally images 
for a number of years, given his passion for 
motorsports. He taught me lots of things on 
rally photography.  Even in his retirement, 
he will not shirk from keeping tabs with 
Safari updates.”

“Dad (Francois Baudin) is now a retired 
man. One of the things he gave me 
when I was coming for Safari was an 
old Kenya shillings 200 note which he 
carried as a souvenir back then and 
it is what I brought back to Kenya 
to remember his great work of 
photography. 

He was an ardent Safari fan and 
photographer. His passion for this iconic event was 
out of this world. From the stories of photography 
that I heard from him, I have always wanted to be 
a part of Safari and Dakar Rally history. So these are 
events I have always wanted to cover all along. I’m 

glad I have achieved the two from gracing this year’s 
Safari.”

Asked which WRC events count in his list of favourite 
rallies, Basten singles out Rally Argentina and Safari.

“The two rallies have similar features in terms of terrain 
toughness, they have a great atmosphere and friendly 
people. Very passionate spectators who go to stages to 
party and make big barbecues. It’s only in Kenya where 
people always smile.”

“It was my first time in Kenya and I want to admit that it 
may not be the last visit, either. My dad used to tell me 
stories of Safari and the great stages. It was a dream 
come true to be here.”

Bauden reveals that the daily grind of a rally photographer 
or videographer doesn’t end when they step out of a rally 
stage.  

“There is a lot more that happens after a stage has been 
closed. When we go back to our hotel rooms, we spend 
more time sifting through the hundreds of pictures we 
captured that day to pick out the best ones.”

Samson Ateka is the media liaisons officer at the Kenya Motor Sports 
Federation (KMSF).
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What the WRC drivers said 
about the Safari Rally 

The Safari Rally Kenya 
was something so 
special and unique! 
Can’t wait to be back 
again in the future to 
enjoy more of these 
amazing stages and 
views - but for now I’m 
heading back home to 
refresh and recharge 
before the next event. 

This rally my approach 
was 50-60% max to 
not make so many 
mistakes and be as 
smooth as possible. 
My aim was to have 
no trouble on this rally. 
Let’s see now when we 
go to Estonia. It should 
be more fun.

I think with the tyres 
it was not so bad. It 
was slippery with the 
hard. It was a difficult 
weekend. It was not the 
way I wanted to spend 
the weekend. But a big 
job from the team.

They kept the car 
going. Thanks to them.

I’m happy to donate 
2000 euros to Sheldrick 
Wildlife Trust after 
Safari Rally Kenya.  I’m 
really impressed and 
grateful about their 
work to protect the 
Elephants Rhinos and 
Wildlife in Kenya

I will keep unforgettable 
memories from this 
first time in Africa, both 
for the passion of the 
Kenyan people and 
for our win on such a 
selective rally. What an 
amazing week!

We had amazing 
support from the 
people. It has been 
incredible. The people 
have been cheering 
for us. It is a beautiful 
country. It is a great win 
for us. After the trouble 
on Friday we had a 
good weekend. Well 
done also to Taka. It 
was not easy to catch 
him. It was a great 
result for the team.

Disappointing weekend 
and not the result we 
came here for really. 
When we made the 
mistake on Friday, and 
with such a big-time 
loss, the only option 
was to try and salvage 
something from the 
weekend.

The aim was to try and 
get back into the top 
10 and pick up some 
Power Stage points, 
so it was important 
to achieve that. It 
was also important 
to complete as many 
stages as possible and 
get the experience 
for next year and we 
only really missed one 
stage on Friday.

Overall, a challenging 
rally and a tough 
weekend for sure, we 
just need to move 
on and focus now on 
Estonia. Well done to 
the team for another 
1-2! TOYOTA GAZOO 
Racing WRC. 

OLIVER SOLBERG 
-HYUNDAI SHELL 

MOBIS WORLD RALLY 
TEAM

OTT TANAK   
-HYUNDAI SHELL 

MOBIS WORLD RALLY 
TEAM

KALLE ROVANPERÄ   
- TOYOTA GAZOO 

RACING WRT

THIERRY NEUVILLE 
-HYUNDAI SHELL 

MOBIS WORLD RALLY 
TEAM

SÉBASTIEN OGIER 
-TOYOTA GAZOO 

RACING WRT

ELFYN EVANS 
-TOYOTA GAZOO 

RACING WRT

BY SAMSON ATEKA
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This is the third rally in 
a row where we have 
a problem. The car has 
the same specification 
as we finished last 
year with Turkey and 
Sardinia. It means 
that we are doing 
something wrong. I am 
not looking for excuses. 
We need to find what 
we are doing wrong. 
We have the same 
parts as we were using 
last year. I am not an 
engineer, but we have 
to find solutions.

Right rear tyre off the 
rim. “To be honest 
thanks to all the team 
at M–Sport for the 
opportunity and to 
Malcolm (Wilson), who 
is watching us. The car 
was perfect, and we 
hadno issue. Maybe I 
have to push more if I 
come back next year. 
It’s my second WRC 
rally on gravel and I 
had my first stage win.”

It’s amazing. I hope 
he’s watching (my 
brother). It was a really 
hard drive and I am so 
happy that Kenya has 
got it back.

“It’s been quite tough 
for both of us and for 
the team. We are really 
thankful for the position 
we finished in. We are 
really happy that the 
WRC is back in our 
hometown.

“A lot of challenges on 
this rally and a lot of 
problems on Friday. 
If we had been a bit 
more sensible we 
would have been a bit 
further up. But it’s the 
WRC – top 10.

ANDREA ADAMO    
– TEAM PRINCIPAL 

HYUNDAI SHELL 
MOBIS WORLD RALLY 

TEAM

ADRIEN FOURMAUX     
-FORD M-SPORT WRT

ONKAR RAI
 -WRC3 WINNER (7TH 

OVERALL/KABRAS 
SUGAR RACING)WRT

KARAN PATEL 
(8TH OVERALL)

Second in WRC3.

CARL TUNDO  
(9TH 0VERALL/MINTI 

MOTORSPORTS
Third in WRC3. 

That’s good. It’s feeling 
very good. It has been 
a very long weekend. 
Everybody had some 
problems, but we 
survived. I am very 
happy for the team.

TAKAMOTO 
KATSUTA    

-TOYOTA GAZOO 
RACING WRT

“It was not a really 
good weekend for us. 
We had the problems 
on Thursday, and we 
lost all our possibilities 
there. Still, Ott and 
Thierry had chances, 
but it was not like this. 
Now we have a really 
bad period for the 
team, but we will come 
back stronger.

DANI SORDO     
-HYUNDAI SHELL 

MOBIS WORLD RALLY 
TEAM I tried to drive smart 

and stay out of the 
lines and find the grip. 
It has been a pretty 
good weekend all 
round.

GUS GREENSMITH      
-FORD M-SPORT WRT
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Get a Carnet de 
Passage and travel 
around the world with 
your car

A Carnet de Passage (car passport) is an international customs document which covers the 
temporary admission of motor vehicles in foreign countries.
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Get unrivalled fleet management 
solutions with real-time tracking

Tracking & recovery Fuel management Speed tracking Generator monitoring


